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ABSTRACT 

Site 41FB191 is a camp site dating to the Late Archaic/Early Ceramic time 
period northwest of Oyster Creek in Fort Bend County. The site was found by a 
member of the State Department of Highways and Public Transportation (SDHPT) 
cultural resources staff during a routine archaeological survey for the 
proposed Segment "D" of SH 99 (Grand Parkway). When it was first located, the 
site had just been plowed and a number of f lakes and a biface tip were found 
on the surface. Based on the amount of surface debris, testing was recom-
mended in order to determine eligibil i ty for the National Register of Historic 
Places (NHRP). 
The s i t e  was t e s t e d  i n  e a r l y  June 1990, when t h ree  t e s t  u n i t s ,  t h r e e  G r a d a l l  
t renches  and s i x  shovel  t e s t s  were excavated. Th i s  t e s t i n g  revea led  t h a t  t h e  
s i t e  has undergone e r o s i o n  and d e f l a t i o n  through a  cen tu r y  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
a c t i v i t y .  Animal d i s tu rbance  was a l s o  p resen t  i n  one o f  t h e  t e s t  u n i t s .  A l l  
o f  t h e  s tone  t o o l s  and most o f  t he  o t h e r  a r t i f a c t s  were found a t  t h e  su r f ace  
o r  w i t h i n  t h e  plow zone and no f ea tu res  were encountered. 
As a  r e s u l t  o f  ou r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  it appears t h a t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h i s  p o r t i o n  
o f  SH 99 w i l l  n o t  d i s t u r b  s i g n i f i c a n t  a rchaeo log ica l  remains a t  41FB191. 
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INTRODUCTION 

S i t e  41FB191 extends across two t e r races  on the  southeast s i de  o f  a  marshy 
area a t  t he  Jes te r  P r i s o n  Farm (F igu re  1) .  The marshy area may rep resen t  an 
anc ien t  channel o f  Oyster  Creek, which today f lows about 1 k i l o m e t e r  t o  t h e  
southwest. The s i t e  i s  i n  a  c u l t i v a t e d  f i e l d  which has been repea ted l y  plowed 
f o r  decades. A t  t he  t ime o f  ou r  f i r s t  v i s i t  t o  the  s i t e  i n  November 1989, t h e  
f i e l d  had j u s t  been plowed. By t h e  t ime t he  s i t e  was t es ted  i n  June, hay had 
j u s t  been harvested. A g r i c u l t u r a l  f i e l d s  and pasture surround t h e  f i e l d  
c o n t a i n i n g  41FB191. 
The SDHPT p lans  t o  c o n s t r u c t  Segment "D" of  SH 99 (Grand Parkway) and 41FB191 
i s  w i t h i n  t h e  proposed r i gh t - o f - way  f o r  t h e  p r o j e c t .  I n i t i a l  survey o f  t h e  
s i t e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was a l i g h t  t o  moderate s c a t t e r  o f  l i t h i c  d e b r i s  on 
t h e  sur face.  Based on ou r  observat ions,  t e s t i n g  was suggested i n  o r d e r  t o  
determine e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  Na t i ona l  Reg is te r  of H i s t o r i c  Places (NRHP). 
T e s t i n g  commenced d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  week o f  June 1990 w i t h  a  crew o f  4  persons 
supp l i ed  by t he  S t a t e  Mental  Health-Mental Re ta rda t ion  Set Aside Program. 
Three 1x1  meter t e s t  u n i t s  were excavated along w i t h  s i x  shovel t e s t s  and 
t h r e e  Grada l l  t renches. M a t r i x  f rom t h e  t e s t  u n i t s  was screened th rough 1/4- 
i n c h  hardware c l o t h .  
A r t i f a c t  recovery  was r e s t r i c t e d  t o  t h e  upper 20 cm o f  depos i t ,  except  i n  a  
p o r t i o n  o f  Test  U n i t  #3 where t h e r e  was animal d is turbance.  I n  genera l ,  
c u l t u r a l  d e b r i s  i s  on t h e  sur face  o r  w i t h i n  t he  plow zone. No featu res  were 
found, and i  t  i  s  l i k e l y  t h a t  any f ea tu res  which surv ived  i n t o  modern t imes  
were sha l low and have been o b l i t e r a t e d  by plowing. The o n l y  chipped s tone 
t o o l s  recovered came f rom random sur face  c o l l e c t i o n s  conducted by t h e  crew 
d u r i n g  water  breaks. A l though t he  crew looked f o r  a r t i f a c t s  throughout  t h e  
week o f  t e s t i n g ,  t h e  t o o l s  were found o n l y  i n  t he  f i r s t  two days; i n d i c a t i n g  
t h a t  recovery  o f  t o o l s  d u r i n g  sur face  c o l l e c t i o n  was f a i r l y  complete. 
The sha l low depth o f  depos i t s  and t h e  very  c l e a r  s t r a t i g r a p h y  e x h i b i t e d  by t h e  
Grada l l  t renches i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  modern surface, o r  a  l e s s  d e f l a t e d  
sur face,  was p resen t  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h e  s i t e  was o r i g i n a l l y  occupied. Because of  
t h e  l a c k  o f  depth o f  depos i t s  and l ack  o f  features, t he  s i t e  i s  n o t  recom-
mended f o r  f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
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ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING 

Site 41FB191 is within the Texas Biotic Province (Blair 1950) near its eastern 

boundary with the Austroriparian Biotic Province. While the western boundary 

of the Texan Biotic Province is very-defined geologically, the eastern 

boundary consists of areas of Austroriparian vegetation interfingered with 

Texan/Prairie vegetation. The area is at the boundary between moisture 

surplus and moisture deficiency. While sandier soils support oak-hickory 

forests, tall grasses are found on clayey soils. Blair points out that most 

of the areas where tall grass was dominant have now been converted to agricul-

ture. Hardwood and pine forests occur along major streams like the Brazos 

River and portions of Oyster Creek. 

Gould (1969) has classified the region as part of the Gulf Prairies and 

Marshes vegetational area. This zone extends across the entire coast of Texas 

and includes all of Fort Bend and Most of Harris County. He divides this area 

into the Coastal Prairie in the interior of the area, and the Gulf Coast 

Marshlands immediately along the coastline. The climax vegetation (also 

described by Blair) includes post-oak savannah and tall grass prairies. 

The site locale has an average annual rainfall of 45 inches (Carr 1977:4). 

The area receives its maximum rainfall in the summer in the form of convective 

thunderstorm activity (Carr: 14-16). This rainfall pattern is mainly due to 

the proximity of the region to the waters of the Gulf of Mexico. 

CULTURAL SETTING 
Prev ious  Archaeo log ica l  Research 
I n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  s i t e  41FB191, most a rchaeo log ica l  research  has occu r red  a t  
Addicks Rese rvo i r  and Barker  Reservo i r  t o  t h e  nor theas t .  I n  1947, Wheat 
(Wheat 1953) conducted a survey o f  Addicks Reservo i r  and sur round ing  v i c i n i t y .  
He examined 9  s i t e s  and t e s t ed  o r  excavated 6  of them. A t  2  o f  t h e  s i t e s  
(41HR5 and 41HR7) t h e r e  were a  t o t a l  o f  seven b u r i a l s  (Newman 1953). A l l  were 
f l e x e d  o r  semi f lexed,  and one had a  t u r t l e  s h e l l  o f f e r i n g  which may have been 
a  r a t t l e .  Addicks Lake was re-examined i n  t h e  1980s ( F i e l d s ,  Freeman and 
K o t t e r  1983, K o t t e r  and F i e l d s  1983, and Howard and Freeman 1983). 
A t  Barker  Reservo i r ,  Good (1983) conducted a  survey a long Mason Creek f o r  t h e  
Army Corps o f  Engineers.  A rchaeo log is ts  from Texas A  & M U n i v e r s i t y  a l s o  
conducted a  sys temat i c  survey o f  t h e  r e s e r v o i r  (Ensor, Car lson, and Ca r l son  
1983) and l a t e r  examined s i t e s  on t h e  Cinco Ranch, i n  t h e  wes te rn  p a r t  o f  t h e  
r e s e r v o i r  area (Ensor 1987). One o f  t h e  most conc ise  d i scuss ions  o f  p r e v i ous  
a r chaeo log i ca l  research  i n  t h e  area i s  g i ven  by F i e l d s  e t  a l .  (1986) who a l s o  
r e p o r t  23 new p r e h i s t o r i c  s i t e s  and another  8  which were p r e v i o u s l y  known i n  
Barker  Reservo i r .  
Wal ley  (1955) r e p o r t s  on  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  a t  t h e  A l b e r t  George S i t e  on  B i g  Creek 
i n  sou thern  F o r t  Bend County. The s i t e  con ta ined  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  cemetery area. 
Wal ley  v i s i t e d  t h e  s i t e  i n  1951 and found 3  ske le tons,  i n c l u d i n g  one o f  a 
young female assoc ia ted  w i t h  2  co lumne l la  pendants. He r e v i s i t e d  t h e  s i t e  i n  
1954, when p a r t  o f  t h e  s i t e  was bul l- dozed. A t  t h a t  t ime  a  number o f  add i -
t i o n a l  s ke le tons  were found. A lso  found was a  cache o f  bone t o o l s ,  deco ra ted  
bone, a  boats tone,  Goose Creek I nc i sed  po t t e r y ,  and a  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  d a r t  p o i n t  
(ma i n l y  Gary p o i n t s ) .  Other  s i t e s  a re  a l s o  known along B i g  Creek, and a  r e cen t  
su rvey  r e p o r t s  on 4  o f  these s i t e s  (Aronow, D r o l l i n g e r  and Korge l  1988) 
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  research  descr ibed  above, Thoms and Montgomery (1977) 
d i scuss  t h e  r e g i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  con tex t  o f  a  s ta tew ide  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  archaeo-
l o g i c a l  s i t e s  a long t h e  Brazos River .  However, t h e i r  paper g i v e s  o n l y  c u r s o r y  
t r ea tmen t  o f  F o r t  Bend County. Labadie (1987) descr ibes  s i t e s  t o  be a f f e c t e d  
by t h e  A l l  American P i pe l i n e .  Once again, t h e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  
r ega r d i ng  F o r t  Bend County i s  b r i e f  and o n l y  ment ions a  s i t e  on t h e  San 
Bernard R i v e r  (41FB28). 
L i s k  e t  a l .  (1985) examined development t r a c t s  j u s t  eas t  o f  Richmond, Texas 
and r epo r t ed  on 11 a rchaeo log i ca l  s i t e s .  A l l  were h i s t o r i c  s i t e s  d a t i n g  f r om  
t h e  l a t e  19 t h  o r  e a r l y  20 th  century ,  a l though  one had a  p r e h i s t o r i c  l i t h i c  
s c a t t e r .  Duke (1985) b r i e f l y  desc r ibes  two p r e h i s t o r i c  s i t e s  i n  no t he r n  F o r t  
Bend County f rom which he made sur face  c o l l e c t i o n s .  Ensor (1984) desc r i b e s  
s i x  s i t e s  on  B u f f a l o  Bayou i n  no r t he r n  F o r t  B e n d  County. 
Chrono log ica l  Sequence 
E a r l y  work by  Wheat (1953) suggested a  t h ree- pa r t  chronology based on  ma i n l y  
on excava t ions  a t  t h r e e  s i t e s  i n  t h e  Addicks Reservo i r  area i n  wes te rn  H a r r i s  
County. Wheat ' s time periods roughly correspond to Paleo-Indian, Archaic, and 
the Neo-American Stages. Since 1953, Wheat's chronology has been expanded, 
but not significantly altered. For purposed of this discussion, the following 
time periods will be used: 
Paleo-Indian Stage/Period Before 8000 B.P. 

Archaic Stage 

Early Archaic Period 8000-6000 B.P. 

Middle Archaic Period 6000-4000 B.P. 

Late Archaic Period 4000-1900 B.P. 

Formative Stage 

Early Ceramic Period 1900-1200 B.P. 

Late Ceramic Period 1200-300 B.P. 

The Paleo-Indian Stage is typified by small groups of nomadic gatherer-hunters 

who hunted megafauna which are now extinct. Diagnostic artifacts include 

Plainview, Angostura, San Patrice and Scottsbluff point types. Most of the 

Paleo-Indian material from the region has been found in isolated finds or 

secondary deposits (Wheat 1953, Thoms and Montgomery 1977). 

During the Archaic Stage, social organization is thought to have been oriented 

around small gatherer-hunter groups, as in the Paleo-Indian Stage. However, 

there appears to have been more diversity in food resources and in tool types. 

Game consisted of extant species of fauna and marine and riverine resources 

were utilized more. Grinding tools become more common during the Archaic 

Stage; indicating increasing emphasis on the preparation of seeds and nuts. 

Temporal divisions within the Archaic are associated with different dart point 

styles. Early Archaic sites frequently have such dart point types as Bell, 

Andice, and Wells. Middle Archaic sites have Bulverde, Pedernales, and Travis 

points. Late Archaic point types include Gary, Kent, Darl, and Ellis points. 

During the Formative Stage (also called the Late Prehistoric Period or Neo-

American Stage), groups of gatherer-hunters still predominated along the Texas 

Gulf Coast, but there is also evidence of more sedentism. For example, sites 

with cemetery areas (Walley 1957) are known in southern Fort Bend County. 

Also grinding tools, pottery and occasional agricultural implements are found. 

The Early Ceramic Period (also called the "Woodland" Period) has been defined 

as the period after the introduction of pottery, but before the appearance of 

the bow and arrow (Fields et al. 1986:14-18). Pottery from this time period 

almost invariably has a sandy paste, and Goose Creek Plain, Goose Creek 

Stamped, and Goose Creek Incised are the dominant wares. Point types overlap 

with those found in the Late Archaic. Gary points are the most common, along 

with Kent and Elam. 

During the Late Ceramic Period, the pottery becomes more diverse. In addition 

to the sandy pottery types, grog tempered pottery also occurs, with occasional 

bone or shell temper. Pottery types of the Late Ceramic Period include Goose 

Creek Plain, Goose Creek Red Filmed, Baytown, and San Jacinto. A number of 

arrow points are also found at sites of this time period. These include 

mainly Scallorn and Perdiz. Alba, Catahoula and Edwards are found. 

SITE DESCRIPTION 

The s i t e  i s  i n  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  f i e l d  bounded on t h e  west by a  marshy area. 
The marsh extends nor thward beyond 41FB191, and t hen  curves t o  t h e  eas t .  I t  
appears t o  be sp r i ng- fed .  The s i t e  extends along two t e r r a c e s  which a re  
separated by a  g e n t l e  s lope  and a re  p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  eas t  s i d e  o f  t h e  marsh. 
The f i e l d  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  s i t e  has been used by t h e  J e s t e r  P r i s o n  Farm f o r  
about 100 y e a r s  f o r  co t t on ,  corn,  hay and o t h e r  crops, and f o r  g r a z i n g  c a t t l e .  
Be f o re  t h e  l and  was c leared ,  i t  probab ly  conta ined a  mix  of hardwood-pine 
f o r e s t  and t a l l  g rass  p r a i r i e  vege ta t ion ,  as i s  t y p i c a l  o f  t h e  e a s t e r n  
boundary o f  t h e  Texas B i o t i c  Province. 
Oys te r  Creek i s  about 1  k i l o m e t e r  away, bu t  t h e  marsh on t h e  west s i d e  o f  t h e  
s i t e  i s  s p r i n g  f e d  and cou ld  have been used as a  source o f  wa te r  a t  t h e  s i t e  
th roughou t  t h e  year .  F i s h  and f r e s h  water  mussels a re  found i n  Oys te r  Creek, 
b u t  t h e  genera l  l a c k  of mussel s h e l l  a t  41FB191 may i n d i c a t e  t h a t  Oys te r  Creek 
was n o t  used as i n t e n s e l y  as a t  o t h e r  s i t e s  i n  t h e  area. T h i s  a l s o  may 
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  Oys te r  Creek d i d  n o t  f l o w  ad jacen t  t o  t h e  s i t e  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  
it as occupied. 
TEST EXCAVATIONS 

Field Methods 

During the initial survey of the site in November 1989, an uncontrolled random 

surface collection was made. Material was scattered across both the upper and 

lower terrace. Before testing began, a fence was constructed along the 

proposed west right-of-way and another was built about 50 meters north of the 

edge of the site. Fences already existed to the south and west. The four 

fences contained about 4 acres and 41FB191 covers about 1 acre of this area. 

Three 1x1 meter test units (Figure 2) were excavated by hand using pick- 

maddocks, shovels and trowels. The units were dug in 10 cm levels and all of 

the soil was screened through 114-inch mesh hardware cloth. In addition to 

the test units, six shovel tests were excavated. Each of these was about 30 

to 50 cm in diameter and extended to a depth of about 30 to 40 cm. A Gradall 

was used to excavate three trenches. Trench 1 was on the upper terrace and 

ran parallel to the terrace edge. Trenches 2 and 3 were longer and extended 

east-west perpendicular to the two terraces and the terrace edge. 

Stratigraphy 

Stratigraphy is shown in Figure 3. While Trenches 2 and 3 are illustrated, 

Trench 1 had a similar profile. Since Trenches 2 and 3 cut across the 

terraces, their profiles are more characteristic of the site as a whole. The 

lower terrace has a plow zone of 20 to 30 cm consisting of a hard, dry, brown 

clay (dark brown when moist) with occasional caliche threads. Below this is a 

moist, reddish brown clay extending to at least 1.5 meters. The upper terrace 

consists of a similar brown clay plow zone with an underlying moist, reddish 

brown fine sand or sandy clay. 

At the edges between the terraces, there are soil zones which underly the 

reddish clay of the lower terrace, but cut and/or overlie the reddish fine 

sand of the upper terrace. From upper to lower, or west to east, these zones 

can be described as black gleyed clay which breaks into slick, shiny clods, 

and a reddish brown silty clay. The slope of the deposits at the terrace edge 

are consistent with the assertion that the deposits represent fill from an 

ancient stream; possibly Oyster Creek. The deposits are cut by the thin plow 

zone, which extends across both terraces and the terrace edge more-or-less 

horizontally. 

Test Units  
Shovel Tests 
Meters 30 
FIGURE 2. Test  uni ts ,  trenches ,  and shove l  test at 41FB191. 
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Test  Un i t s  
TEST UNIT 1 
Th i s  t e s t  u n i t  was on t h e  west edge of t h e  upper t e r r ace .  Very l i t t l e  
m a t e r i a l  was found and most o f  i t  came from t h e  upper 10 cm of  t h e  u n i t .  The 
s o i l  was a  hard d r y  c l a y  i n  t h e  upper 30 cm, cor responding t o  S o i l  Zone 1 i n  
t h e  t r e n c h  p r o f i l e s .  The f o u r t h  l e v e l  o f  t h e  u n i t  was a  r edd i s h  c l a y  and was 
s t e r i l e  i n  terms o f  c u l t u r l a  ma t e r i a l .  Th i s  s o i l  corresponds t o  S o i l  Zone I 
i n  t h e  t r e n c h  p r o f i l e s .  
TEST UNIT 2 
Th i s  t e s t  u n i t  was on t he  lower  t e r r ace .  A l though much o f  t h e  c o l l e c t e d  
su r f a ce  ma t e r i a l  came f rom near  t h i s  u n i t ,  a lmost no th i ng  was found subsur-
face.  The s o i l  was a  hard, d r y  c l a y  throughout  a l l  t h r ee  l e v e l s ,  and co r r e -
sponds t o  S o i l  Zone I seen i n  t h e  t r ench  p r o f i l e s .  
TEST UNIT 3 
Tes t  U n i t  3 i s  t h e  o n l y  one which showed ex tens i ve  d i s t u rbance  below t h e  p low 
zone. Th i s  u n i t  i s  on t h e  upper t e r r a c e  and, u n l i k e  t h e  o t h e r  two t e s t  u n i t s ,  
most o f  t h e  f l a k e s  were found i n  Level  3 and 4. However, a l l  o f  t h e  f l a k e s  
f rom these  l e v e l s  came f rom t h e  northernmost p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  u n i t ,  where t h e r e  
was obv ious an t  and roden t  d i s t u rbance  (F i gu re  4 ) .  The d i s t u rbance  began i n  
Leve l  2 and go t  p r og r e s s i v e l y  l a r g e r  through Leve ls  3 and 4. The d i s t u r bance  
con t i nued  i n  Level  5. The a rea  ou t s i de  o f  t he  d i s t u r bed  area was devo id  o f  
a r t i f a c t s  below Level  2. Therefore ,  i t  appears t h a t  t h e  ma t e r i a l  seen i n  Tes t  
U n i t  3 below t he  p low zone was t r anspo r t ed  downward th rough  more r e cen t  r oden t  
and an t  a c t i v i t y .  Leve l  5 was s t e r i l e  w i t h  r ega rd  t o  a r t i f a c t s .  
The s o i l  o f  t h e  upper 38 t o  40 cm o f  t h e  t e s t  u n i t  i s  a  dry ,  hard c l a y  and 
corresponds w i t h  S o i l  Zone I f r om  t h e  t r ench  p r o f i l e s .  The s o i l  i n  Level  5 i s  
a  r edd i s h  brown sandy c l ay ,  and corresponds w i t h  S o i l  Zone V f rom t h e  t r e n c h  
p r o f i l e s ,  t h e  s o i l  i n  t h e  t renches seemed more sandy i n  Zone V. 
-- - 
41FB191 
West Wall Profile 
ELEV 
100.035m 
Very Dry and Hard 
-_------
Ant Disturbance 
Bottom of Level 5 
Combined Levels 
Plan view 
Extent of Ant 
Extent of Ant 
Disturbance Level 
20 30Cm 
FIGURE 4. Te s t  Unit  3. North w a l l  p r o f i l e  and composite plan view. 
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A r t i f a c t  Desc r i p t i ons  
Most o f  t h e  c u l t u r a l  ma t e r i a l  found a t  41FB191 was found on t h e  sur face.  
A r t i f a c t s  were scarce i n  a l l  o f  t h e  t e s t  u n i t s ,  except Test U n i t  3, Leve ls  3 
and 4. However, Tes t  U n i t  3 s u f f e r e d  f rom animal d is tu rbance  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  
p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  u n i t .  F lakes  were found e x c l u s i v e l y  w i t h i n  t h e  d i s t u r b e d  
p o r t i o n  o f  the  t e s t  u n i t  i n  Leve ls  3 and 4. 
The o n l y  a r t i f a c t s  found i n  t h e  G rada l l  t renches were 4 f l a kes  which came f r om 
t he  upper 10 cm o f  Trench 2. N o  a r t i f a c t s  were found i n  t he  shovel  t e s t s ,  
even though t he  shovel  t e s t s  were t ho rough l y  searched f o r  a r t i f a c t s  and t h e  
f i l l  f rom two o f  t h e  shovel  t e s t s  (ST-1 and ST-2) was screened th rough  1/4- 
i n c h  hardware c l o t h .  
UNMODIFIED FLAKES 
The c u l t u r a l  ma t e r i a l  i s  summarized i n  Table 1. The sample o f  f l a k e s  from t h e  
Tes t  Un i t s  i s  smal l ,  b u t  a lmost  a l l  o f  t h e  f l a k e s  were made u s i ng  s o f t  hammer 
o r  p ressure  f l a k i n g  techniques.  The d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  f l a k e s  by d e c o r t i c a t i o n  
t y pe  suggest t h a t  t h e  predominate s i t e  a c t i v i t y  cons is ted  o f  t o o l  resharpen ing  
and/or  t h e  f i n a l  s tages o f  tool-making. One outre- passe f l a ke  was found on  
t h e  su r f ace  and i s  f u r t h e r  ev idence o f  such a c t i v i t i e s .  
MODIFIED FLAKE 
One mod i f i e d  f l a k e  was found i n  Test  U n i t  3, Level  1. I t  i  s  an i n t e r i o r  f l a k e  
which was p robab ly  produced by means o f  s o f t  hammer percuss ion.  Use-wear i s  
on  t h e  do rsa l  face  o f  t h e  p rox ima l  h a l f  o f  t h e  r i g h t  l a t e r a l  edge. T h i s  edge 
i s  s l i g h t l y  concave i n  outl i n e  and has a steep (40-60 degrees) edge ang le  i n  
c ross  sec t ion .  The f l a k e  e x h i b i t s  c rush ing  and s tep  f r a c t u r e s  a long t h e  
mod i f i e d  edge. It was p robab l y  used f o r  sc rap ing  ma t e r i a l  such as wood o r  
bone, b u t  was abandoned a f t e r  a b r i e f  p e r i o d  o f  use. 
OUTRE-PASSE FLAKE (BIFACIAL) 
An outre- passe f l a k e  ( F i gu r e  5, a) was found on t h e  surface. I t s  d i s t a l  end 
i s  t h e  edge o f  a b i f ace ,  which was be ing  t h i nned  and shaped. A smal l  amount 
o f  c o r t e x  can be found on t he  d i s t a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  do rsa l  face,  a long  t h e  
b i f a c i a l  edge. 
BIFACE TIP 
One b i f a c e  t i p  was found on t h e  su r f ace  (F i gu re  5, b) .  It has been b roken  
t r ansve r se l y  w i t h  a snap f r a c t u r e ,  b u t  i t  i s  n o t  c l e a r  whether t h e  implement 
was broken p r e h i s t o r i c a l l y ,  o r  by modern a g r i c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t y .  The b i f a c e  
t i p  i s  well-made and i s  f r om  a f i n i s h e d  t o o l ,  bu t  e x h i b i t s  no d e f i n i t e  use-
wear. However, t h e  t i p s  o f  s tone  kn i ves  t y p i c a l l y  have use-wear concen t ra ted  
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FIGURE 5. A r t i f a c t s  from 41FB191. a ,  b i f a c i a l  outre-passe f l a k e s ;  b,  
, 	 b i f a c e  t i p ;  c ,  b i f a c i a l  kee led  scraper;  d- f ,  dart po ints ;  g ,  t e s t e d  
cobble  with p o s s i b l e  graver spur; h ,  l e a d  b u l l e t ;  j ,  barbed wire frag-
ment. 
i n  t h e  m idd le  of each edge r a t h e r  t han  a t  t h e  t i p  and t he  edges of p r o j e c t i l e  
p o i n t s  f r e q u en t l y  e x h i b i t  l i t t le o r  no use-wear along t he  blade. 
KEELED SCRAPER (BIFACIAL) 
The kee led  sc raper  ( F i gu r e  5, c )  was a l s o  found on t he  sur face .  It has been 
b i f a c i a l l y  worked, w i t h  seve ra l  f l a k e s  removed f rom t he  v e n t r a l  ( p l a na r )  face 
i n  o r de r  t o  remove co r t e x  and prepare p l a t f o rms  along t he  edge. The d o r s a l  
( kee led )  f ace  was t hen  chipped f rom these p la t fo rms .  Small areas o f  c o r t e x  
rema in  on bo th  t h e  ven t a l  and do rsa l  faces. The sc rape r ' s  o u t l i n e  i s  t h a t  o f  
an e longa ted  ovo id .  One end i s  somewhat po in ted  wh i l e  t h e  o t h e r  end i s  more 
rounded i n  shape. Both edges appear t o  be unused, a l though  t h e  rounded end 
may have been re-sharpened j u s t  be fo re  t h e  scraper  was d iscarded.  
The m idd le  p o r t i o n s  o f  each l a t e r a l  edge have been crushed, ground and 
smoothed. Th i s  may be f rom r o c k i n g  i n  a  ha f t .  I t  i  s  a l s o  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  
t o o l  was used as a  s i d e  scraper ,  b u t  i t  i  s  more l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  specimen 
rep resen t s  an end sc raper  based on i t s  o v e r a l l  shape and t h e  na t u r e  o f  t h e  
use-wear v i s i b l e  on  i t s  l a t e r a l  edges. S im i l a r  kee led sc rapers  a r e  common t o  
East  Texas, where t hey  occur  f r e q u en t l y  i n  phases contemporaneous w i t h  t h e  
E a r l y  Ceramic p e r i o d  o f  t h e  upper Texas coast .  
DART POINTS 
Three d a r t  p o i n t s  were recovered f rom t he  sur face.  A l l  t h r ee  a r e  made o f  
c h e r t .  Two o f  these  a r e  Gary p o i n t s  and one (F i gu re  5, d )  i s  we l l - fo rmed w i t h  
d i s t i n c t  shoulders ,  w h i l e  t h e  o t h e r  (F i gu re  5, e )  i s  more c r ude l y  shaped. The 
u b i q u i t o u s  Gary p o i n t  s t y l e  i s  common i n  t h e  E a r l y  Ceramic per iod .  
The t h i r d  p o i n t  ( F i gu r e  5, f )  has sha l low corner  notches and a  convex base. 
A l though  n o t  assigned t o  a  s p e c i f i c  p o i n t  type, t h e  d a r t  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  t hose  
f r om t h e  La te  Archa ic  o r  E a r l y  Ceramic per iod .  
TESTED COBBLE (POSSIBLE GRAVER) 
A  t e s t e d  c h e r t  cobb le  was a l s o  found on t h e  su r f ace  (F i gu re  5, g ) .  The cobb le  
i s  r e c t a n gu l a r  i n  o u t l i n e  w i t h  a  planoconvex o r  t r i a n g u l a r  l a t e r a l  c ross-
s e c t i o n  ( i  .e., s h o r t  a x i s  pe rpend i cu l a r  t o  t h e  long  edges). It has been 
ch ipped ma i n l y  one one face, wh i l e  t h e  oppos i t e  f ace  i s  unmod i f ied  excep t  a t  
one end. On t h i s  end t h e r e  i s  a  p o s s i b l e  g rave r  spur. The t i p  o f  t h e  spur  
appears smoothed and t h e  notches on e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  spur have been caused 
by c rush ing  i n  a  d i r e c t i o n  away from t h e  chipped face. 
POTTERY SHERD AND BURNED CLAY FRAGMENTS 
A  p o t t e r y  sherd was found i n  Test  U n i t  3, Level  2. The sherd i s  p l a i n  w i t h  a  
b l ack  co re  and very  sandy paste.  There i s  no apparent temper, o t h e r  t h an  t h e  
sandiness o f  t h e  paste.  The sherd may be Goose Creek P la i n ,  which da tes  t o  
t h e  E a r l y  Ceramic pe r i od .  Sandy p o t t e r y  i s  typicalo f  t h a t  t ime  p e r i o d  i n  any 
case. 
Small c l a y  f ragments were found i n  Test U n i t  1, Level 3 ,  and Test  U n i t  2, 
Leve l  1. These p robab ly  r ep resen t  eroded sherds, bu t  a re  l e s s  sandy t h a n  t h e  
p o t t e r y  sherd f rom Test  U n i t  3. 
HISTORIC REMAINS 
A l ead  b u l l e t  was found on t h e  su r f ace  and a fragment o f  barbed w i r e  was found 
i n  t h e  Tes t  U n i t  2, Leve l  1. The b u l l e t  (F igure  5, h )  i s  . 41  c a l i b e r  and may 
be from a  C o l t  r e v o l v e r  o r  s i m i l a r  p i s t o l .  The barbed w i r e  (F i gu re  5, j) i s  
s i n g l e  s t r and  o f  what i s  p robab ly  two- st rand Gl idden barbed w i re ;  a common 
barbed w i r e  type.  
FAUNAL REMAINS 
Three fragments o f  mussel s h e l l  were found on t he  sur face.  Another two ve r y  
smal l  f l a k e s  o f  mussel s h e l l  were found i n  Test  U n i t  2, Level  1. Four 
fragments o f  Oys te r  S h e l l  were a l s o  found on t he  sur face.  One sma l l  t e r r e s -
t r i a l  s n a i l  s h e l l  was c o l l e c t e d  i n  Tes t  U n i t  2, Level  1, and i s  o f  t h e  genus 
P r a c t i c o l l e l a .  
Three p i eces  o f  bone were found. One smal l  fragment occured i n  Tes t  U n i t  1, 
Level  2, and another  i n  Tes t  U n i t  3, Leve l  3. Both were t oo  f ragmentary  t o  be 
assoc ia ted  w i t h  any p a r t i c u l a r  species.  The t h i r d  bone was found i n  Tes t  
U n i t  3, Leve l  2  and rep resen t s  t h e  d i s t a l  p o t i o n  o f  a  cow t i b i a .  
CONCLUSIONS 

In general there are no indications of cultural deposits below the plow zone 
at 41FB191. Most of the cultural material found came from the surface. The 
only test unit which exhibited deeper deposits of cultural material contained 
this material in the portion of the unit where obvious animal disturbance had 
occurred. The site appears to be eroded and deflated from many decades of 
agricultural activity within the last hundred years. The dart points indicate 
an Early Ceramic time period, but the point types are not particularly time- 
sensitive styles and overlap with the Late Archaic. The sandy pottery present 
at the site may also indicate an Early Ceramic component. 
Since the artifacts are mainly distributed on the surface and in the plow 

zone, and no features were found in the test units or trenches, construction 

of SH 99(Grand Parkway) will not disturb significant archaeological remains 

at this location. This site does not meet the criteria for inclusion in the 

National Register of Historical Places and no further investigation is. 

recommended at 41FB191. 
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